St Mark Lutheran Church
Service of Holy Communion
Welcome to this divine service of worship!
Plain font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by worship leaders.
Bold font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by the congregation.
The obelisk ( † ) invites the congregation to stand as it is able.
The double obelisk ( ‡ ) invites the congregation to kneel or sit as it is able.

January 14, 2018: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Organ Meditation

“Star” from Hymnos

8:00/11:00am
R. Perera

Welcome and Prayer Before Worship
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and
voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate
your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
‡

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

†Hymn: God Whose Almighty Word

†Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

†Gloria

†Prayer of the Day
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel!
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been
revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel
went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as
before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

LORD, you have | searched me out;
O LORD, you | have known me.
You know my sitting down and my | rising up;
you discern my thoughts | from afar.
You trace my journeys and my | resting-places
and are acquainted with | all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it | altogether.
You encompass me, behind | and before,
and lay your | hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;
it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it.
For you yourself created my | inmost parts;
you knit me together in my | mother’s womb.
I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made;
your works are wonderful, and I | know it well.
My body was not hid- | den from you,
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written | in your book;
my days were fashioned before they | came to be.
How deep I find your | thoughts, O God!
How great is the | sum of them!
If I were to count them,
they would be more in number | than the sand;
to count them all,
my life span would need to | be like yours.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach
and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body
is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and
make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be
one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator
sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?
For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

†Gospel Acclamation

†Gospel: John 1:43-51
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King
of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly,
I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Exploration of Faith in Youth
Sermon

Pastor Joel Neubauer

†Hymn: Borning Cry

†Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
‡Prayers of Intercession (Petitions conclude: “Lord, in your mercy, / hear our prayer.”)
†Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Oﬀering and Friendship Registers
Oﬀertory Anthem

Psalm 139

A. Pote

†Oﬀertory Song and Prayer

Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat and drink the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, that
we may live in him and he in us, now and forever. Amen.

†Great Thanksgiving (Dialogue, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic and Lord’s Prayers)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

From the beginning, Good God,
your Voice has called creation,
your Breath has blessed the waters,
your Word has spurred us to trust your Holy Spirit,
our Comfort, Advocate and Guide.
By your goodness, O Promised Holy Spirit, we remember our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread,
gave thanks, broke it and gave it for them to eat, saying,
“Take and eat, this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying,
“Take and drink, this cup is the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension,
we recall his word that God is Spirit,
and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.
Come, Holy Spirit, on these gifts of bread and wine
that we may receive Jesus’ body and blood in, with and under them;
and with sighs too deep for words
intercede for us to the mercy of Our Father
to whom, with you, is all honor and glory through Christ:
One God, in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

†Invitation to Communion
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.
Agnus Dei

Communion
Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices eucharistic hospitality. All baptized
Christians are welcomed to Communion.
The host will be placed in your hand. A tray will follow with both the pre-poured (juice) and empty
cups for wine. The common chalice will follow for those who desire to partake in the common cup
and lastly a pouring chalice for individual empty cups. Please place your empty cups on one of the
tables provided at the end of the aisles. We also encourage non-communing persons forward to
receive a blessing.
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
†Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

†Nunc Dimittis

†Benediction
The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD smile on you and be gracious unto you;
the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
†Hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised – please see the following page
†Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
†Postlude

“All Loves Excelling” from Hymnos

R. Perera

†Hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised

Our Reformation began with Martin Luther’s posting of Ninety-five Theses on October 31, 1517.
As we commemorate 500 years of our Lutheran witness, we turn to our Confessions this year.

Martin Luther’s Large Catechism (1529)
The Sacrament of the Altar
How (do I receive it) if I feel that I am not prepared (to receive Holy Communion)? Answer: That is also
my scruple, especially from the old way … in which a person tortured himself to be so perfectly pure that
God could not find the least blemish in us. On this account we became so timid that everyone was instantly
thrown into consternation and said to himself: Alas! you are unworthy! For then nature and reason begin
to reckon our unworthiness in comparison with the great and precious good; and then it appears like a dark
lantern in contrast with the bright sun, or as filth in comparison with precious stones. Because nature and
reason see this, they refuse to approach and tarry until they are prepared, so long that one week trails
another, and one half year the other. But if you are to regard how good and pure you are, and labor to have
no compunctions, you must never approach.
…It is the highest art to know that our Sacrament does not depend upon our worthiness. For we are not
baptized because we are worthy and holy, nor do we go to confession because we are pure and without sin,
but the contrary, because we are poor miserable men, and just because we are unworthy; unless it be
someone who desires no grace and absolution nor intends to reform. But whoever would gladly obtain grace
and consolation should impel himself, and allow no one to frighten him away, but say: “I, indeed, would
like to be worthy; but I come, not upon any worthiness, but upon Thy Word, because Thou hast
commanded it, as one who would gladly be Thy disciple, no matter what becomes of my worthiness.” But
this is difficult; for we always have this obstacle and hindrance to encounter, that we look more upon
ourselves than upon the Word and lips of Christ. For nature desires so to act that it can stand and rest firmly
on itself, otherwise it refuses to make the approach.
…There is besides this command also a promise … which ought most strongly to incite and encourage us.
For here stand the kind and precious words: “This is My body, given for you. This is My blood, shed for
you, for the remission of sins.” These words, I have said, are not preached to wood and stone, but to me
and you; else He might just as well be silent and not institute a Sacrament. Therefore consider, and put
yourself into this You, that He may not speak to you in vain. … We must never regard the Sacrament as
something injurious from which we had better flee, but as a pure, wholesome, comforting remedy
imparting salvation and comfort, which will cure you and give you life both in soul and body. For where
the soul has recovered, the body also is relieved. … For here in the Sacrament you are to receive from the
lips of Christ forgiveness of sin, which contains and brings with it the grace of God and the Spirit with all
His gifts, protection, shelter, and power against death and the devil and all misfortune. Thus you have, on
the part of God, both the command and the promise of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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