
   St Mark Lutheran Church   
   Service    of     Holy Communion 

 
Welcome to this divine service of worship! 

Plain font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by worship leaders. 
Bold font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by the congregation. 

The obelisk ( † ) invites the congregation to stand as it is able. 
The double obelisk ( ‡ ) invites the congregation to kneel or sit as it is able. 

 

Uniting in Worship + Growing in Wisdom + Serving in Love 
to embrace all in response to God. 

 
January 19, 2025: Second Sunday after Epiphany                      9:00am & 11:00am 
 
Prelude: Jesus, Wine of Peace                Haas/Kosnik 
 
Preparation for Our Liturgy  
 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and 
voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate 
your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

†Confession and Forgiveness  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

‡ Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



†Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness                                                                                                                                              Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677 
 Tune: SCHMÜKE DICH, attr. Johann Crüger, 1698-1662 

 

 
 

†Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



†Gloria 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
†Prayer of the Day  

 
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by 
the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by 
the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

  



First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

A reading from Isaiah: 
 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The 
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You 
shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord 
delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young 
woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
 

 The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody: Psalm 36:5-10 
 

 
 

Your love O LORD reaches | to the heavens, 
and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the great deep; 
you save humankind and ani- | mals O LORD.  

 
How priceless is your | love O God! 

All people take refuge under the shadow | of your wings. 
They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 

you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
 
For with you is the | well of life, 

and in your light | we see light. 
 
Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 

and your favor to those who are | true of heart.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: 
 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray 
to idols that could not speak. Therefore, I want you to understand that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say 
“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and 
the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 

 The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†Gospel Acclamation  
 

 
 
†Gospel: John 2:1-12 
                                     

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
 
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and 
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 
have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  
 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him. After this he went down to Capernaum with his 
mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they remained there a few days. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                 Pastor Joel Neübaüer 
 
 



†Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                 Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885 
Tune: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

    

 
  



†Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‡Prayers of Intercession  
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
Giver of gifts, you form each member of the church to serve. Inspire us to boldly use gifts 
of welcome and healing, service and teaching, leading and preaching, for the sake of your 
work in the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Refuge of creatures, you place all the living under the shadow of your wings. Lead us in 
ways that tend to the needs of wild and domestic animals, creatures threatened by 
extinction, and the environment we share. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Voice of the oppressed, you call prophets throughout time. We remember the Rev Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr, a voice for racial and economic justice and for peace. Guide our 
nation in continuing to heed your prophetic call. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of steadfast love, as Jesus celebrated at Cana, nurture marriages and relationships in 
mutual care; in times of separation or divorce hold tenderly broken hearts and broken 
dreams. Be present to all who are sick, grieving or in any need. Be gentle with all whom 
we remember aloud on our lips and silently in our hearts including…. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of peace, celebrating this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for 
neighboring congregations and ministry sites. Nurture our shared commitment to 
embody Jesus’ love, justice, and healing. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Wellspring of life, in living and dying we trust in you. We give thanks for the saints. Guide 
us in our living until, at last, we rest in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed among the 
people. Amen.  

 
†Peace and Offering  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

Our offering is given for the mission of the church, and caring for those in need. Offerings 
may be shared in the plates at the doors of the sanctuary or online by using this QR code 
with your smart device. As partners in ministry, we thank God for our shared commitment!  
 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with 
the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with 
the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a 
foretaste of the feast to come, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 



†Great Thanksgiving (Dialogue, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic and Lord’s Prayers) 
                

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine 
he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
  



Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
you call light from the chaos of our creation,  
you bring light to the long night of our exodus,  
you still promise light through our prophets of old.  

 
Blessed are you, O Light, in our valley of the shadow of death,  

whom our shadows cannot overcome;  
blessed are you, O Light, in our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread,  
gave thanks, broke it and gave it for them to eat, saying,  

“Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Again after supper, he took the cup,  

gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying,  
“Take and drink, this cup is the new testament in my blood,  

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Remembering Christ Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension,  

we pray his light to so shine before others through us, all to your glory in heaven.  
 
Send your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine  

that we may receive Jesus’ body and blood in, with and under them;  
and bid us by these means of grace to come to him,  

whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.  
 
Through him all honor and glory is yours, Holy Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

One God, in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen.  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  



†Invitation to Communion 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Agnus Dei 
 

 
 
Communion –– please see back cover for a note on receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Communion Music: As the bridegroom to his chosen                    J. Rutter 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



†Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
†Nunc Dimittis 

 

  
 

 
 
†Benediction 

 
The LORD bless you and keep you;  
 the LORD smile on you and be gracious unto you;  
 the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†Hymn: You Are God’s Own People                            Text: Julie Lindorff, based on 1 Peter 2:9-10 
                                                                                                                            Tune: Anders Gerdmar 

 

 
 
†Dismissal–– from 3 John 1:2  
 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with each one of you, and that you may be in good 
health, just as it is well with your soul. Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



A Note on Receiving Holy Communion 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices eucharistic hospitality. All 
baptized Christians are invited to receive Christ’s body and blood; all people are welcomed 
to receive God’s blessing in the love and life of Jesus for you today and always. 
 
We share Christ’s body and blood in bread and wine. After washing hands with rubbing 
alcohol, the pastor will dip the host into the cup and offer the bread and wine together; to 
receive the host without wine, please inform the pastor with words or by placing a hand on 
your chest. Truly Christ is fully present in each element separately. Christ is for you.  
 
Communicants will come forward to the feast in continuous procession. 

 
PJ’s reflection on the Gospel  
 

I’m guessing there’s no purifying now. 
We’re far too sweaty, far too past the point 
of moderation, far beyond good taste 
or its return. But what would you expect? 
And isn’t life a party? Who would dance 
so freely if we feared our memory? 
Now if we ask you, will you dance or damn 
us? Ask me if I’m asking you. I am. 
And when you hit the dance floor, shimmering 
with sweat and star- and candlelight, and glance 
at us alive with you: would you reject 
our chance to dance with you or would you waste 
this fleeting joy or, Christ, would you anoint 
us with good wine like sweat beads on your brow? 
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St Mark Lutheran Church 

118 Old York-Hampton Highway 
Yorktown, Virginia 23692 

757-898-4395 / smlconline.org 
Ministers: all the people of St Mark 

Pastor: the Rev Joel Neübaüer / 757-775-3622 / pastor.joel.neubauer@smlconline.org 
Parish Administrator: Amanda Kral / akral@smlconline.org 
Minister of Music: Greta Melson / music@smlconline.org 

Handbell Choir Director: Gail Teigeler / handbells@smlconline.org 
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center / 757-873-2273 / peninsulapastoral.org 

 
 
 
 

 


