
  St Mark Lutheran Church   

Service    of     Holy Communion 
 

Welcome to this divine service of worship! 
Plain font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by worship leaders. 

Bold font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by the congregation. 
The obelisk ( † ) invites the congregation to stand as it is able. 

The double obelisk ( ‡ ) invites the congregation to kneel or sit as it is able. 
 
April 20, 2025: Easter Morning, the Resurrection of Our Lord                    9:00am & 11:00am 
 
 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all 
will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he 
has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.                               ––1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 
 
Prelude: Prelude and Fugue in E                  based on Easter Hymn by R. White        
 
Preparation for Worship  
 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and 
voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate 
your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
Resurrection Call: Risen Today                                                                                             D. Forrest 
 
†Thanksgiving for Baptism –– with asperges 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  



†Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today           Text: Latin Carol, 14th cent. J. Walsh,1708  
Tune: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, arr. J. Biery, b. 1956 

Harmony available for stanzas 1 and 3, with hymnal #365 
 

 
 

†Greeting & Kyrie   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 
Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 
 

  



†Hymn Of Praise 
 

 
 

  



†Prayer of the Day 
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with 
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 

 
A reading from Isaiah: 

 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not 
be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am 
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  
 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant 
that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one 
who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of 
a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days 
of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall 
not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed 
by the LORD—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while 
they are yet speaking I will hear.  
 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but 
the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the LORD. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
  



Psalmody: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
 

 
 
Give thanks to the LORD for the | LORD is good; 

God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
Let Israel | now declare 

“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
 

The LORD is my strength | and my song, 
and has become | my salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing | and salvation  
echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
 

“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! 

The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 
I shall not die but live, and declare the works | of the LORD.  
 

The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
 

This is the gate of the LORD; here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

and you have become | my salvation.  
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief | cornerstone. 
 

By the LORD has | this been done; 
it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

This is the day that the | LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.  

  
 

 
  



Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

 
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: Achieved is the Glorious Work from “The Creation”       F. J. Haydn, 1732-1809 
 
†Gospel: Luke 24:1-12 
                                                     

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 
that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 
they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered 
his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all 
the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to 
them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                   Pastor Joel Neübaüer 
  



†Hymn: Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!                                             Text: Herbert Brokering, 1926-2009 
Tune: David Johnson, 1922-1987, arr. M. Burkhardt, b. 1957 

 

 
  



†Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‡Prayers of Intercession  
 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 
 
Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the good 
news of Christ’s resurrection. Bless missionaries and all saints who extend new ministries, 
for their work to plant seeds that flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and mountains 
with life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all that grows this 
season. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope 
for peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are steadfast 
in their commitment to justice and transformation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or food, 
and those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill, 
or grieving. Be gentle with all whom we remember aloud on our lips and silently in our 
hearts including…. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at work in 
the world and our community. Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people 
beyond our walls. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our beloved 
dead. Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the saints at 
the heavenly banquet. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our resurrection hope and our life’s safety. Amen.  

 
†Peace and Offering  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

Our offering is given for the mission of the church, and caring for those in need. Offerings 
may be shared in the plates at the doors of the sanctuary or online by using this QR code 
with your smart device. As partners in ministry, we thank God for our shared commitment!  
        
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with 
the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with 
the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a 
foretaste of the feast to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



†Great Thanksgiving (Dialogue, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic and Lord’s Prayers) 
 

                
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
 



Blessed are you, O Lord our God, sovereign of the universe, 
who calls new life from the dust of Eden, 
who calls new life from the mud pits of Egypt, 
who calls new life from the promised land of Canaan, 
who calls new life from the cross and tomb of Jerusalem. 

 
We thank you for this gift of life, especially for the new life you give in our Lord Jesus 

who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread,  
gave thanks, broke it and gave it for them to eat, saying, 

          “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying, 

          “Take and drink, this cup is the new testament in my blood,  
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension,  
we await his coming among us. 

Send your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 
that we might receive Jesus’ body and blood in, with and under them 
and gather us into one body of Christ 
that in him we too may be broken and given for the life of the world. 

Through him all honor and glory is yours, Holy Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
One God, in your holy Church both now and forever. 

 

 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



†Invitation to Communion 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

 
 
Communion –– please see back cover for a note on receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Communion Music: Hymn of Promise           N. Sleeth, 1930-1992 
            Low In the Grave He Lay                             Text and Music: R. Lowry, 1826-1899 
 
 
 

  



†Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 
†Nunc Dimittis 
 

 
 

†Benediction 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you;  
 the LORD smile on you and be gracious unto you;  

   the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
  



†Hymn: Thine Is the Glory                                           Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932 
 Tune: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, arr. D. Wolff  

 

 
 
  



†Dismissal –– from 3 John 1:2  
 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with each one of you, and that you may be in good 
health, just as it is well with your soul. Go in peace. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Postlude: Toccata from Symphonie No. 5                        C. Widor 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
  



A Note on Receiving Holy Communion 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices eucharistic hospitality. All 
baptized Christians are invited to receive Christ’s body and blood; all people are welcomed 
to receive God’s blessing in the love and life of Jesus for you today and always. 
 
We share Christ’s body and blood in bread and wine. After washing hands with rubbing 
alcohol, the pastor will dip the host into the cup and offer the bread and wine together; to 
receive the host without wine, please inform the pastor with words or by placing a hand on 
your chest. Truly Christ is fully present in each element separately. Christ is for you.  
 
Communicants will come forward to the feast in continuous procession. 

 
PJ’s reflection on the Gospel  
 

These words but seemed to them an idle tale 
when I, said Jesus, prophesied my cross 
and resurrection then, when—green and pale 
as Galilee’s fresh grass and lakeside moss— 
a Christian’s life seemed soft and light and lush. 
And now they seemed an idle tale again, 
these gospel words. And hope lay idled. “Hush 
your histrionics, ladies,” said the men 
on Easter morning to their witness of 
these words, that Christ is risen from our death. 
Yet what if not for idle tales, but love 
we’d take their word? Would not the self-same breath 
of Christ erase our idle hope and race 
to us with faith and raise us up on grace? 
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