March 1, 2026

St Mark Lutheran Church, Yorktowwn
Weekly News and Prayer Concerns
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“Get Mark and bring him with_you, for he is useful in my ministry.”
—2 Timothy 4:11b

+ + +

Joyful Generosity (Pink Envelopes): Our pink envelope
offering this March will support scholarships and enrichment
opportunities for our St Mark Lutheran Preschool. These
funds help families provide a quality, caring early education
for their children from ages 2.5-4, preparing students to excel
in kindergarten and as citizens in our world! Enrichment
activities (like a visit from the Teeny Tiny FFarm and its animal
educators) partner with our growing emphasis on STEM
learning in our faith-filled environment. For registration info,
please In February, we raised $1,111 for PORT and its guests
through this cold season! Thank you!

Jesus said, No Greater Love Do You Have than to Pour Out
Your Blood for Your Friends: That may be a free paraphrase
of John 15:13, but it carries much of the Holy Spirit of Christ.
We are again grateful for the partnership we have built with
the American Red Cross to host vital blood drives at St Mark,
and again this past Thursday we added 32 units for our local
blood banks. God bless this life we share with one another!

Who and What Are Full Communion Partners? Each week
in worship we pray for Christian traditions with whom we
share “full communion™ as the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. Full communion does not mean we share exactly the
same theological emphases or liturgical customs, but does mean
that we recognize the gospel and God’s means of grace among us;
full communion between denominations allows us to embrace
each other’s ministers and ministries openly as full partners.
The ELCA shares full communion in the United States with
the Moravian Church; The Episcopal Church; Presbyterian
Church (USA); Reformed Church in America; United Church
of Christ; United Methodist Church. Internationally we share
full communion with the Anglican Church of Canada, as well
as with the member bodies of the Lutheran World Federation
communion, e.g. Advent St Nicholas Lutheran Church in
Quito, Ecuador; Evangelical Church of the Augsburg
Confession in Slovakia; Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Papua New Guinea; Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada;
and the three Lutheran church bodies in Namibia, two of
which share the United Lutheran Seminary: “Paulinum.”

Blood Drive: Soup, Song, and Small Catechism: This
Wednesday, March 4, we will gather in our narthex at 6pm-
7pm for our second simple soup supper and to share Holden
Evening Prayer. We will continue to gather each Wednesday
until Holy Week. In our worship, we will reengage our Small
Catechism — and there will be opportunities for deeper
discussion around the tables. All are encouraged to come and
be fed in body, mind and spirit. (And if you’d bring a crock to
share, please add your name to the list on the kiosk: thank you!)

“Lent Is a 40-Day Reminder: God Saves Us. God saves us
through the ministry of almsgiving as hearts address injustices
in our world. God saves us through fasting as our hearts are
reformed to love as Jesus. God saves us through prayer as we
join Nicodemus — and the woman at the well — and the blind
man — to receive, from God, rebirth and healing and
restoration. In all the stories of Lent, we remember that the
agency always belongs to our God. + + + Lent is an invitation
from God that requires a response. It is not a response to
“choose salvation”; as Lutherans, we know we don’t have to
feel such pressure! Instead, it is the response of a heart
overflowing with gratitude as we continually encounter Jesus,
who was willing to go to all lengths to redeem us.” —closely
adapted from our ELCA resources: “Sundays and Seasons”

Please remember these recent St Mark prayer requests
(Prayer requests will generally be listed for 2 weeks.
Please re-add names after 2 weeks, if needed):

Members in our Prayers
Healing & Strength: Peggy Anderson, Maryam and Baby

Holden Holt, Sharon Johnson, Nichole Krueger, Fred
Stanley
Peace & Comfort: Teresa Haskin, Brenda Stabler

Eriends and Family in our Prayers
Healing & Strength: Allison, Carol, Candice, Debra,

Don, Emily, Flora, Gabriella, Gail, Jack, James,Krista,
Lindsey, Mary, Paula, Ray, Sahara, Trina

Peace & Comfort: Jack, Jared, Lily, Ron, Rose

ELCA clergy ordained from St Mark: Andy, Christine,
Laura, Shannon, Suzanne, Travis

Eternal Rest: David, Nancy

Congregations in our Prayers
Trinity, Newport News;

Zion United Methodist Church;
United Church of Christ;
St Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church, Luray

Calendar at a Glance:

St Mark Office Support: M-F, 10am-3pm
Please call 757-898-4395 to make an appointment!

Sunday 3/1
9:00am Eucharist Worship Service
Coffee Hour & Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Eucharist Worship Service
Monday 3/2
9:30am Women of Faith Bible Study (High School Room)
10:30am Stitching with Friends (Conference Room)
1:00pm GPS Bible Study
6:00pm Troop 306 Meeting
Tuesday 3/3
9:00am Garden Stewards
4:00pm Ecuador Meeting
Wednesday 3/4
8:30am Spirit Walkers (Yorktorwn Beach)
11:00am Book of Revelation Bible Study
1:00pm Quilters
6:00pm Pack 595 Meeting
6:00pm Simple Soup, Bread & Holden Evening Prayer
6:30pm American Indians Activities Group
Thursday 3/5
9:00am Garden Stewards
10:00am Altar Guild (LAG)
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday 3/6
NJROTC Military Ball Set Up
Saturday 3/7
NJROTC Military Ball
Sunday 3/8
9:00am Eucharist Worship Service
Coffee Hour & Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Eucharist Worship Service
12:30pm Council Meeting

March 8, 2026

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95;
Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42
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