
  St Mark Lutheran Church   

Service    of     Holy Communion 
 

Welcome to this divine service of worship! 
Plain font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by worship leaders. 

Bold font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by the congregation. 
The obelisk ( † ) invites the congregation to stand as it is able. 

The double obelisk ( ‡ ) invites the congregation to kneel or sit as it is able. 
 
August 2, 2026: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost                                                                                 9:00am & 11:00am 
 
Prelude: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing              Michael Burkhardt  
 
Preparation for Worship  
 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and 
voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate 
your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
†Confession and Forgiveness  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

‡ Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  



†Hymn: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts                                                                 Text: attr Bernard of Clairvaus, 1091-1153 
 Tune: WALTON, W Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815 

 

 
 

†Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†Gloria 
 

 



 
 

†Prayer of the Day 
 
Gracious Father, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread which 
gives life to the world. Give us this bread, that he may live in us and we in him, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
 



First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31 
 
A reading from Genesis: 
 
[At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against 
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob 
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why 
is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun 
rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalmody: Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
 

 
 

Hear a just cause, O LORD; give heed | to my cry; 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from | lying lips. 

Let my vindication come forth | from your presence; 
let your eyes be | fixed on justice. 

 
Examine my heart, visit | me by night, 

melt me down; you will find no impuri- | ty in me. 
I have not regarded what | others do; 

at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways | of the violent.  
 
My footsteps hold fast to your | well-worn path; 

and my feet | do not slip. 
 
I call upon you, O God, for you will | answer me; 

incline your ear to me and | hear my words. 
 
Show me your marvelous | lovingkindness, 

O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from all who | rise against them. 
 
But at my vindication I shall | see your face; 

when I awake, I shall be satisfied, behold- | ing your likeness.  



Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
 

A reading from Romans: 
 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 
Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 
brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 
and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 
flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
†Gospel Acclamation  
 

 
 
†Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place 
by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and 
cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is 
a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may 
go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need 
not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.  
 
 



Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and 
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the 
broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                             Pastor Joel Neubauer 
 
†Hymn: When Jesus Longed For Quiet                                    Text: JSN 

 Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent 
 

 
 
 

When Jesus Longed for Quiet
Bereden Väg För HerranJoel S Neubauer
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†Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
  



‡Prayers of Intercession  
 

Boldly trusting God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless the 
ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is 
broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed 
and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose 
labor brings your abundance to our tables. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. As 
this week we remember the historic atomic bombardment of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead toward your reign of love, 
hope, and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. 
Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, 
mind, and spirit. Be gentle with all whom we remember aloud on our lips and silently in 
our hearts including…. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in you. 
Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for this 
community. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness 
continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in life and 
in death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
  



†Peace and Offering Prayer 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

Our offering is given for the mission of the church, and caring for those in need. Offerings 
may be shared in the plates at the doors of the sanctuary or online by using this QR code 
with your smart device. As partners in ministry, we thank God for our shared commitment!  
 

 
       

†Great Thanksgiving (Dialogue, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic and Lord’s Prayers) 
 

 



 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
  

 



From the beginning, Good God,  
your Voice has called creation,  
your Breath has blessed the waters,  
your Word has spurred us to trust your Holy Spirit,  

our comforter, advocate and guide. 
 
By your goodness, O Promised Holy Spirit, we remember our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, gave thanks,  
broke it and gave it for them to eat, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body  
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying, 

“Take and drink, this cup is the new testament in my blood, shed for you  
and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension, we recall his word  

that God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, on these gifts of bread and wine  

that we may receive Jesus’ body and blood in, with and under them;  
and with sighs too deep for words intercede for us to the mercy of Our Father  

to whom, with you, is all honor and glory through, with and in Christ:  
One God, in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen. 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
†Invitation to Communion 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Agnus Dei 
 

 
 
Communion –– please see back cover for a note on receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Communion Music 
 
†Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 

 
 



†Benediction 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you;  
 the LORD smile on you and be gracious unto you;  

   the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
†Hymn: Praise and Thanksgiving              Text: Albert F Bayly, 1901-1984 
                Tune: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr hymnal version 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



†Dismissal –– from Romans 12:1-2    
 

I urge you, kindred, by God’s mercies: Be not conformed to this age, but be transformed 
by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude: Every Time I Feel the Spirit               Adolphus Hailstork 
 



A Note on Receiving Holy Communion 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice eucharistic hospitality. We invite all 
baptized Christians to receive Christ’s body and blood; all are welcome to receive God’s 
blessing. We trust “a person who has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared” to receive this sacrament.  
 
We share Christ’s body and blood in bread and wine. After washing hands, our pastor dips 
the host in the cup to offer the bread and wine together; for the host without wine, please 
ask the pastor or lay a hand on your chest. Christ is fully present in each of the elements.  

 
Communicants come forward to the feast in continuous procession. Christ is for you. 

 
PJ’s reflections on the Gospel  
  

My twilight’s soft but starving— and I’m green 
as lakeside grass or reed-wreathed sea to taste 
the bread that hides in fields, the fish unseen 
beneath wet mirrors that reflect my waste 
of hungering humanity posthaste.  
By day I study Jesus, but all night 
I hug my cold and shrinking waist 
and pray tomorrow Christ will make it right 
and trade compassion for my plight 
and feed a girl like me in Palestine 
whom others leave uncounted as they fight 
each other in the name of Love Divine. 
  There’s nowhere Christ would have me go away; 
  I trust he’ll feed me where I have to stay. 
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St Mark Lutheran Church 

118 Old York-Hampton Highway 
Yorktown, Virginia 23692 

757-898-4395 / smlconline.org 
Ministers: all the people of St Mark 

Pastor: the Rev Joel Neubauer / 757-775-3622 / pastor.joel.neubauer@smlconline.org 
Parish Administrator: Amanda Kral / akral@smlconline.org 
Director of Music: Seung-Hye Kim / music@smlconline.org 

Handbell Choir Director: Gail Teigeler / handbells@smlconline.org 
Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center / 757-873-2273 / peninsulapastoral.org 

 
 
 
 

 


