
  St Mark Lutheran Church   

Service    of     Holy Communion 
 

Welcome to this divine service of worship! 
Plain font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by worship leaders. 

Bold font indicates portions of the liturgy shared by the congregation. 
The obelisk ( † ) invites the congregation to stand as it is able. 

The double obelisk ( ‡ ) invites the congregation to kneel or sit as it is able. 
 
August 23, 2026: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                                                                 9:00am & 11:00am 
 
Prelude: I Hear Music in the Air               Carl MaultsBy 
 
Preparation for Worship  
 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and 
voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate 
your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
†Confession and Forgiveness  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

‡ Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  



†Hymn: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation      
     Text: Latin hymn, c 7th cent; tr John Neale, 1818-1866 

 Tune: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695 
 

 
 
†Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



†Gloria 
 

 



 
 

†Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
 



First Reading: Exodus 1:8–2:10 
 

A reading from Exodus: 
 
Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, 
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, 
let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join 
our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set 
taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, 
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The 
Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude and made their lives bitter with 
hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were 
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
 
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see 
them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and 
said to them, “Why have you done this and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives 
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, 
for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God 
dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. 
And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh 
commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw 
into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” Now a man from the house of 
Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son, 
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she 
could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with 
bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank 
of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to 
bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity 
on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 
nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went 
and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and 
nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and 
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of 
the water.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 



Psalmody: Psalm 124 
 

 
 

If the LORD had not been | on our side, 
let Isra- | el now say; 

 
if the LORD had not been | on our side, 

when enemies rose | up against us, 
then would they have swallowed us | up alive 

in their fierce | anger toward us; 
 
then would the waters have | overwhelmed us 

and the torrent gone | over us; 
then would the | raging waters 

have gone right | over us. 
 
Blessed | be the LORD 

who has not given us over to be a prey | for their teeth.  
 
We have escaped like a bird from the snare | of the fowler; 

the snare is broken, and we | have escaped. 
 
Our help is in the name | of the LORD, 

the maker of heav- | en and earth.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
 

A reading from Romans: 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same 
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  



†Gospel Acclamation                                           
 

 
 
†Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                             Pastor Joel Neubauer 



†Hymn: The Church's One Foundation              Text: Samuel J Stone, 1839-1900 
 Tune: AURELIA, Samuel S Wesley. 1810-1876 

 

 



†Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
‡Prayers of Intercession  
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation.  
 
God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 
word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all 
reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all 
you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing 
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and 
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they 
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day. Be gentle with all 
whom we remember aloud on our lips and silently in our hearts including…. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 



You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and 
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united 
as the body of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope 
of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
†Peace and Offering Prayer 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

Our offering is given for the mission of the church, and caring for those in need. Offerings 
may be shared in the plates at the doors of the sanctuary or online by using this QR code 
with your smart device. As partners in ministry, we thank God for our shared commitment!  
 

 
       

 



†Great Thanksgiving (Dialogue, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic and Lord’s Prayers) 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 



From the beginning, Good God,  
your Voice has called creation,  
your Breath has blessed the waters,  
your Word has spurred us to trust your Holy Spirit,  

our comforter, advocate and guide. 
 
By your goodness, O Promised Holy Spirit, we remember our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, gave thanks,  
broke it and gave it for them to eat, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body  
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for them to drink, saying, 

“Take and drink, this cup is the new testament in my blood, shed for you  
and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Remembering Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension, we recall his word  

that God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, on these gifts of bread and wine  

that we may receive Jesus’ body and blood in, with and under them;  
and with sighs too deep for words intercede for us to the mercy of Our Father  

to whom, with you, is all honor and glory through, with and in Christ:  
One God, in your holy Church both now and forever. Amen. 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
†Invitation to Communion 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Agnus Dei 
 

 
 
Communion –– please see back cover for a note on receiving Holy Communion. 
 
Communion Music 
 
†Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
 

The body & blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you & keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 

 
 



†Benediction 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you;  
 the LORD smile on you and be gracious unto you;  

   the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
†Hymn: Faith of Our Fathers                          Text: Frederick W Faber, 1814-1863 
                                    Tune: ST CATHERINE, Henri F Hemy, 1818-1888 
 

 
 

 
The “faith of our faithers” is, of course, the faith of our mothers as well. The holy gospel portion we 
read today points to the bold faith confessed by Simon Peter among the twelve disciples & apostles who 
are our first fathers in the gospel. Peter and his ancient generation endured dungeon, fire, sword and 
prison chains to bear witness (“witness” in biblical Greek is “martyr”) of Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
living God. While Peter proclaims this faith among the twelve, the gospel also records this boldest 
confession from the mouth of Martha, the beloved sister of Mary and Lazarus, who bears faithful 
witness to Jesus as the Resurrection and the Life, saying, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who comes into the world” (Gospel of John 11:27). When share this holy faith of 
Peter and Martha –– of our fathers and mothers –– for the sake of the world, we bear witness to the 
role God chooses to take in Jesus Christ as the resurrection and life of the living God for all people.  
 



†Dismissal –– from Romans 12:1-2    
 

I urge you, kindred, by God’s mercies: Be not conformed to this age, but be transformed 
by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude: Postlude in F, Op. 28, No. 7               Christian Cappelen 



A Note on Receiving Holy Communion 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice eucharistic hospitality. We invite all 
baptized Christians to receive Christ’s body and blood; all are welcome to receive God’s 
blessing. We trust “a person who has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared” to receive this sacrament.  
 
We share Christ’s body and blood in bread and wine. After washing hands, our pastor dips 
the host in the cup to offer the bread and wine together; for the host without wine, please 
ask the pastor or lay a hand on your chest. Christ is fully present in each of the elements.  

 
Communicants come forward to the feast in continuous procession. Christ is for you. 

 
PJ’s reflections on the Gospel  
  

I’ve slept through massive midnight storms between 
such fairer days that frame them that I might 
have known no storm at all, had I not seen 
earth littered in a morning’s humid light. 
I also know you gossip like these storms 
about me— talk about me— when you think 
I’ll never hear you, but the earth informs 
me as unrested twitchy people slink 
with side-eye glances ill at ease with me: 
you’ve all been storming wide-eyed, forming clouds 
of thoughts informing my identity. 
Friends, tell me: Who’ve you brainstormed with the crowds? 
Let lightning streak. Let God or thunder crack, 
but talk no more of me behind my back.  
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