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PJ’s Gospel Blessing for God’s Children 
 

God’s children, if you can’t clear quick the debt 
of neighbors’ hateful sins that scar you yet, 
you’ll always have a blessed cause 
to wrap again with gracious gauze 
whom Christ forgives when truth cannot forget. 

 

Welcome, Pastor Tina! Our new synod director of youth and 
young adult ministry, Pastor Tina Toburen, is leading worship 
today while Pastor Joel is out of town. Pastor Tina will meet 
with our children and youth (with parents!) between services: 
join her to learn about youth ministry across Virginia Synod! 
St Mark Sunday School begins next Sunday, September 20! 
 

Joyful Generosity (Pink Envelopes): Our Joyful Generosity 
this month addresses the massive flood, caused by a collapsed 
glacier and its resulting landslide, that crashed across Nepal’s 
northern border on August 26, leaving a terrible wake of 
destruction. As Christians, we can’t look away when neighbors 
suffer. Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) teams are already 
working with local and trusted partners to aid those who need 
it most, particularly families cut off from critical resources. Last 
month sent $600 to GraceInside for prison ministry! Thanks! 
 

Reforming Our St Mark Logo ––“In the beginning was the Logos” 
comes from John 1:1 … but, here at St Mark, our logo has 
generally come from the old flag of Venice (where the relics of 
St Mark are revered in its cathedral). The symbol of St Mark 
has long been a winged lion, but we have shifted over the years 
to emphasize a cross from that flag –– a more recognizable sign of 
Jesus’ church –– made by weaving latitude and longitude to 
stylize the globe (even if it looks more like connected paperclips). Today 
we refresh this icon of cross, highlighting our interconnections 
in Jesus, connected to our namesake’s older history, but unique 
to our St Mark congregation in Peninsula communities today.  
 

Sine Nomine welcomes Thom Robertson and Marty Barstow 
on September 27, 2026, at 5 PM. Thom and Marty will 
present a program of beloved hymn tunes in organ and piano 
arrangements by Marianne Kim, Douglas Wagner, Smith & 
Husted, and Carolyn Hamlin. 
 

SMLC: Spirituality Makes Life Creative! How often to you 
listen to people read aloud? Where do you sing with others? Is 
it common for you to hear live music for free in compositions 
from around the world or spanning the past several millennia? 
Do you appreciate locally-produced, artisan crafts, textiles or 
needlework? Our liturgy is powerhouse of art and a showcase 
of community creativity –– offered in thanks to God for all we 
receive as gospel love, hope, peace, grace, joy and strength. It’s 
a gift to welcome neighbors in this hub of creative spirituality! 
 

Women of Faith Bible Study: Join us to study Ten Women of 
the Bible by Max Lucado. God’s will enabled ten women to be 
their best. How by God’s will we can be our best? Starting this 
Monday, Sept 14, we’ll meet at St Mark weekly from 9:30-
11:00. Study book available on Amazon. Questions? Contact 
Anne Baumgartner 757-660-6166 or anneb2000@cox.net. 

 

Loving God in Trinity: Until an interim pastor joins Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Newport News, Pastor Joel is temporarily serving as vice-pastor 
for basic needs; and we pray for our neighbors during this transition time 
 

Please remember these recent St Mark prayer requests 
(Prayer requests will generally be listed for 2 weeks. 

Please re-add names after 2 weeks, if needed): 
 

Members in our Prayers 
Healing & Strength: Stephenie Gregg, Lin Hines, Timmy 
Holden, Sharon Johnson, Amy Page, Tom Rector, Fred 
Stanley 
Peace & Comfort: Peggy Anderson, Brenda Stabler 
 

Friends and Family in our Prayers 
Healing & Strength: Barbara, Bev, Brandon, Brayden, 
Charlotte, Debra, Jack, Jamie, Jennifer, Jenny, Jess, Lindsey, 
Katie, Mary, Nancy, Sarah, Sharon, Terri, Trina 
ELCA clergy ordained from St Mark: Andy, Christine, 
Laura, Shannon, Suzanne, Travis  
Eternal Rest: Jim Thomas 
 

Fertility and Family Growth 
Andy & Caroline;  

Anthony & Christine; 
Bayr & Mindy; 
Matt & Martha; 

Stephen & Lauren 
 

Congregations in our Prayers 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Newport News along with: 

Our Saviour’s, Norge; 
Faith for Living World Outreach Center (Natasha House); 

United Church of Christ; 
St Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church, Luray  

Calendar at a Glance: 
 

St Mark Office Support: M-F, 10am-3pm 
Please call 757-898-4395 to make an appointment!  

 

Sunday 9/13 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Coffee Hour between services 
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         12:30pm Council Meeting 
Monday 9/14 
         9:30am Women of Faith Bible Study 
        10:30am Stitching with Friends (Conference Room)        
        1:00pm GPS Bible Study  
         6:00pm Troop 306 Meeting 
Tuesday 9/15 
        9:00am Garden Stewards 
Wednesday 9/16 
         8:30am Spirit Walkers (Yorktown Beach) 
         11:00am Book of Esther Bible Study 
Thursday 9/17 
          9:00am Garden Stewards 
           6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday 9/18 
          No Scheduled Events 
Saturday 9/19 
         No Scheduled Events 
Sunday 9/20 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Coffee Hour between services 
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
 
 

September 20, 2026 
 

Jonah 3:10—4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; 
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

 
 

 
 

 

Mark the Date: 
 

Confirming Connections, 6-8 Graders 
Sunday, September 27 (12:15-1:30pm, bring a lunch!) 

 

OktoberFest 
Sunday, October 4 (side dishes & desserts are welcome!) 
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