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Pastor's Corner - Pastor Joel Neubauer

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.”

––Revelation 21:5a

“I am making.” In the ancient common Greek
vocabulary of the book of Revelation, this small
sentence, this divine statement, is one word — “ποιῶ”
— “I am making.” Neither I made in the past nor I’ll
get around to making in the future but “I am making”
here and now. Our spirituality as Christian people
centers around one word: the one Word of God — the
one Word proclaimed in sacred scripture — the one
word made flesh in Jesus Christ — the one word,
which still the Holy Spirit inspires in our midst here
and now. God’s Word is a creative word, not because it

has the potential to be creative, but because it has the character of being creative
in all times and places.

The God who speaks to us, ultimately leaving this word “I am making” to echo
in our spiritual ears, is a God who is characteristically creative. We know that
God Is Love. We trust God to be gracious and merciful. We find God to be
consistently creative. And our consistently and characteristically creative
Creator is therefore a God we cannot pin down to keep in one place!

As we’ve welcomed this fall, we found a new holiday in our liturgical calendar:
a feast of Creation in Christ. Jewish tradition recalls the anniversary of creation
in the autumn of our northern hemisphere, celebrating the new year — Rosh
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Hashanah — in memory of the creation of our first parents. This autumn
anniversary of creation is quickly followed by the Jewish day of atonement —
Yom Kippur — and we might marvel at the connection between a creation God
calls “very good” immediately followed by a new creation of a new goodness
through atonement, mercy, peace, love, faith and grace. Our feast of Creation in
Christ is similarly rooted in fidelity to this creative Creator: from Orthodox
Christian tradition, we recall God’s creation of the cosmos in this season
(officially assigned to September 1) and we immediately yoke all of creation to
the re-creating work of God in Christ. “See, I am making all things new,” says
Christ. “See, I am making all things new,” says God’s creative Word. What is
complete is also making all things new.

I have been pondering our congregational acronym — SMLC: Supports Making
Life Creative — SMLC: Spirituality Makes Life Creative. Both are valid. As a
congregation, we engage a vital ministry for our community in support of
creativity. We host music educators, dancers, recitals, concerts. As body of
Christ, in the Spirit of Christ, we stitch and sew and draw and sing and ring and
plant and quilt and write. These are not tangential to our identity, but rather
reflective of Christ — as much as it is reflective of Christ for us to support
God’s children through ministries of preschool, Family Focus, scouting, the
Refugio in Ecuador, children’s smiles in China, et cetera. Because we worship
and follow and conform our lives to the one Word who says “I am making” we
are a spiritual community that is bound to creative work. Creative in art.
Creative in science and engineering. Creative in soil and water. Creative in
learning and growing. Creative in play.

Christian creativity calls us to be compassionately constructive for the
confronting and calming of contemporary concerns. What was and what will be
belong to God’s past and future; we stand with God in Christ for all the Great I
Am is newly making among us now. I witness Christ’s work in you and among
our neighbors; it enthralls me to behold a continually new Creation in Christ
through your faith and loving service, as our vision claims, “to embrace all in
response to God.”

Yours in the refreshing peace of Jesus’ making, Pastor Joel

News and Announcements



Sine Nomine Presents . . . . . Two
special programs for the Fall season. On
September 27, 2026 Thom Robertson
and Marty Barstow will present a
program of beloved hymn tunes in
organ and
piano arrangements by Marianne Kim,
Douglas Wagner, Smith & Husted, and
Carolyn Hamlin. Marty is Director of
Music Ministries at Green Acres
Presbyterian Church in Portsmouth.
Thom, since his full-time retirement in
2012, has served several churches in
Tidewater, most recently St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Suffolk.

Sine Nomine Presents....On
December 5, 2026 the Virginia
Handell Consort
returns to usher in the season of Advent
with a special
holiday program featuring melodies of
yesterday and today in a program of
traditional arrangements of holiday
favorites as well as original
arrangements by maestro Al
Reese. Begin your Advent season with
this festive program and usher in the
holiday season.



The ceiling is telling the glory of
God and we give a heartfelt thanks to
Stephen Auth, Tom Auth, Monte
Correll, Duane Melson & Fred Sommer
for their skilled handwork to address
recent water drainage damage from a
clogged drainage pipe and to repair our
preschool hallway.

This has been a big project in our
Preschool Wing in the weeks leading up
to the new school year.

Thanks to all who help rebuild and to all
who share in our partnership of prayer!

BACK TO SCHOOL AT THE
REFUGIO DE LOS SUENOS

The children at the Refugio de Los
Suenos in Quito, Ecuador, are busy
getting ready for
a New School Year!

Thanks to the generosity of the Padrinos
(Sponsors) at St. Mark Lutheran
Church, the
children have received new school
uniforms, shoes and school supplies.
These gifts
may seem like simple necessities, but to
the children, they represent something
much
greater-a reminder that they are loved,
remembered and supported by people
thousands of miles away.

On a sad note, please keep Deaniela
Ona, a dear Refugio child, in your
prayers. She is



suffering from severe burns after a gas
explosion in her home. May God bring
her
healing, strength and comfort.

May God bless our Padrinos at St. Mark
for their kind and generous hearts.
Sharing
God’s love is making a lasting
difference in the lives of the children.
﻿
“Whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for
me” -Matthew 25:40

Creation in Christ



Handbell Rehearsals Return!



Pack 595 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser!



Save the Date: Oktoberfest!

PJ's Faith Fable

Click here or on the article itself to view in another window or tab.

https://files.constantcontact.com/1ddf356b001/546f59fe-0f4e-4baa-a0e1-62e1fb517b8f.pdf?rdr=true


Amanda Kral
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Visit our website!
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