
St Mark Lutheran Church, Yorktown 
Weekly News and Prayer Concerns 
October 4, 2026   

 
 

Welcome to OktoberFest! Our annual OktoberFest polkas into 
our Narthex after today’s 11am service. No tickets required––
all are welcome! Join friends for food, fun and faith-filled joy! 
 

Our work to reflect God’s love operates among financial 
realities, and within those realities we care called to Ministry 
Growing Community. Please pick up a letter today that asks for 
our prayerful consideration of financial support of our ministry 
in 2027; Estimate of Giving cards help us plan for the good we 
share in Jesus’ name for the sake of the world as we’ll find it in 
the coming year. Cards can be returned by Nov 1. Thank you! 
 

Ministry Growing Community: I contribute to our general 
ministry fund at St Mark because I feel hopeful and excited 
about our commitment (with Jesus’ love!) to the children and 
youth from our congregation who are welcomed here, and to 
young people meeting here through the week with Family 
Focus, Preschool, Scouting and other community groups. I 
value this “Ministry Growing Community” because I believe 
young people in Christ's church and in our neighborhoods 
need safe spaces to gather and grow, and St Mark opens and 
lights up God's physical house to be a shared community 
home! My support for “Ministry Growing Community” at St 
Mark helps me nurture the spiritual gifts of kindness and 
gentleness in my life. ––Pastor Joel, part of St Mark since 2014 
 

Last Week’s Annual Gathering of the Ministerium called our 
Virginia Synod clergy into a three-day period of worship, 
study, fellowship and churchwide updates. While there, 
showing our interconnected life in Christ, Pastor Joel was 
asked on Tuesday morning by a pastor from north of 
Richmond if he’d happened to have packed a home visitation 
communion kit; it turned out that a nearly 100-year-old 
member of this pastor’s congregation had recently moved to 
Virginia Beach for hospice care closer to family and she was 
now in her final days. And Pastor Joel did have a communion 
kit with him: in fact, Pastor Joel had silver communion ware 
that our member, the retired Rev Art Pedersen, has shared for 
continued use in eucharistic ministry. So Pastor Pedersen’s 
tools were passed through Pastor Joel for a neighbor pastor to 
bring Christ to a sister we now remember among the saints. J 
  

Joyful Generosity (Pink Envelopes): This month’s special 
offering will be given to the District 7 of the Little League 
Challenger Division. The Challenger Division is an inclusive 
baseball program for mentally & physically challenged youth. 
Pink envelopes are outside our sanctuary doors. Last month 
we collected $1,433 to support Lutheran Disaster Response 
(LDR) after flooding across Nepal in August. Thank you!! J  
 

SMLC: Spirituality Makes Life Creative! Music fills worship: 
hymns, psalms, preludes, postludes; our organ echos from last 
week’s Sine Nomine concert; the brass band is tuning up for 
OktoberFest excitement. How does music stir your spirit? 
How does your spirituality resonate with sounds to tie you with 
God? What do you hear at SMLC worth sharing? 
 

2027 Giving Envelopes: If you would like paper offering 
envelopes for 2027, please contact Amanda in the office and 
she will be glad to set that up for you. Or please let Amanda 
know if you no longer need paper envelopes. This helps us be 
good stewards of church resources by ordering only the 
number of envelopes truly needed. Thank you for your 
continued generosity and support of our church’s ministry!  

Please remember these recent St Mark prayer requests 
(Prayer requests will generally be listed for 2 weeks; 

Please re-add names after 2 weeks, if needed): 
 

Members in our Prayers 
Healing & Strength: Stephenie Gregg, Lin Hines, Timmy 
Holden, Sharon Johnson, Amy Page, Tom Rector, Fred 
Stanley 
Peace & Comfort: Peggy Anderson, Brenda Stabler 
 

Friends and Family in our Prayers 
Healing & Strength: Barbara, Bear, Brian, Dalton, Debra, 
Doug, Helmut, Jamie, Jenny, Jess, Katelyn, Maureen, 
Nancy, Rose Marie, Terri, Trina Vicky 
Peace & Comfort: Sue, Walter 
Joy at Birth: Lenora (granddaughter of the Tamingers) 
ELCA clergy ordained from St Mark: Andy, Christine, 
Laura, Shannon, Suzanne, Travis  
Eternal Rest: Rosa 
 

Fertility and Family Growth 
Anthony & Christine; 

Bayr & Mindy; 
Matt & Martha; 

Stephen & Lauren 
 

Congregations in our Prayers 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Newport News along with: 

Gloria Dei, Hampton; 
Grace Episcopal Church; 
The Moravian Church; 

St Mark Lutheran Church, Charlottesville 
 

Calendar at a Glance: 
 

St Mark Office Support: M-F, 10am-3pm 
Please call 757-898-4395 to make an appointment!  

 

Sunday 10/4 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Sunday School & Coffee Hour between services  
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         12:15pm Oktoberfest! 
Monday 10/5 
         9:30am Women of Faith Bible Study 
        10:30am Stitching with Friends (Conference Room)        
        1:00pm GPS Bible Study (Conference Room)        
         6:00pm Troop 306 Meeting 
         6:00pm Natasha House Board Meeting 
Tuesday 10/6 
        9:00am Garden Stewards 
        6:30pm Ecuador Meeting 
Wednesday 10/7 
         8:30am Spirit Walkers (Yorktown Beach) 
         11:00am Book of Esther Bible Study (Conference Room)     
           6:00pm Pack 595 Den Meeting    
Thursday 10/8 
          9:00am Garden Stewards 
           6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday 10/9 
          No Scheduled Events 
Saturday 10/10 
         No Scheduled Events 
Sunday 10/11 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Sunday School & Coffee Hour between services 
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
        12:30pm Council Meeting 
 
 

October 11, 2026 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23;  
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

 
 
 

Today’s flowers are given by Brian & Jill McWithey 
in honor of Bobbie McWithey & the German band. 

 

 
 

Loving God in Trinity: Until an interim pastor joins Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Newport News, Pastor Joel is temporarily serving as vice-pastor 
for basic needs; and we pray for our neighbors during this transition time. 
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