
St Mark Lutheran Church, Yorktown 
Weekly News and Prayer Concerns 
October 25, 2026   

 

Red Apples & Reformation Sunday: According to legend, 
Martin Luther looked to the future with hope in Christ and 
said, “Even if I knew the world were going to end tomorrow, I would still 
plant an apple tree today.” As we celebrate our Reformation today 
(and we traditionally wear red today in honor of the Holy Spirit) we’re 
enjoying a festive red apple-themed coffee hour featuring a 
caramel/chocolate apple bar; warm and cold cider; and other 
apple treats. Let’s all share in a bold faith in a bold grace in a 
bold future in the bold love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord! 
 

Ministry Growing Community: I contribute to our general 
ministry fund at St Mark because I feel joy, hope and spiritual 
fulfillment in our Confirming Connections and the youth who can 
grow in their knowledge and love of Christ in a safe and 
nurturing environment. I value this way of “Ministry Growing 
Community” because it offers a welcoming sanctuary to all 
people from a variety of diverse backgrounds. My support for 
“Ministry Growing Community” at St Mark helps me nurture 
the spiritual gifts of faithfulness and gentleness in my own life. 
––Council First Vice President Cody Watson, part of St Mark since 
2017 + + + To plan for Ministry Growing Community in 2027, purple 
Estimate of Giving are outside the sanctuary doors and on the narthex 
where cards can be returned (by next Sunday, Nov 1, please). Thank you! 
 

Confirming Connections Meets Today from 12:15-1:30pm in 
our Conference Room. Our graphic novel “Word for Word Bible 
Comic” presentation of the Book of Ruth arrived last week and 
we have a copy for you to pick up today! (Our confirmands are 
exploring the Old Testament books of Ruth and Jonah this 
year. A Christian artist in Great Britain has paired the full text 
of the NIV translation with historically researched graphics to 
help these ancient sacred stories share and build faith today.) 
 

For All the Saints: Our annual festival to celebrate the saints 
is Sunday, November 1. To remember saints who have died 
since November 1, 2025, please add their names to the roster 
on our kiosk for us to speak their names aloud this year.  
 

Next Sunday’s Special Congregational Meeting will be an 
especially joyful one, filled with good news and celebration for 
our legacy of worship at St Mark as we launch new songs and 
prayers into the future. Come between services to learn more!   
 

SMLC: Spirituality Makes Life Creative! To all the liturgical 
artists who prep the paraments & set the sanctuary: thank you! 
 

Prepare the Way! When our preschool asks how it can gift 
our congregation for the partnership we share, our council has 
said re-investing in students’ needs is a great way to celebrate 
our shared love for God’s children! This fall the preschool will 
pave the sidewalk to its dedicated entrance to match our 
campus’ exposed aggregate walkways. This will helps students 
and families walk more safely to preschool in all types of 
weather. Welcoming children welcomes Christ (Matthew 25)! 
 

Joyful Generosity (Pink Envelopes): This we collect for Little 
League Challenger Division District 7. Trough sports, the 
Challenger Division supports youth with mental & physical 
challenges. Pink envelopes are outside the sanctuary doors.  
 

Operation Christmas Child is one way to extend our love to 
children across the globe. Fill a box with small gifts for a boy 
or girl. Boxes are shipped to more than 100 countries, along 
with material from Franklin Graham’s Samaritans’ Purse to tell 
recipients about Jesus Christ. Please return boxes by Nov 18. 

Please remember these recent St Mark prayer requests 
(Prayer requests will generally be listed for 2 weeks; 

Please re-add names after 2 weeks, if needed): 
 

Members in our Prayers 
Peace & Strength: Peggy Anderson, Martha Butcher, Matt 
Butcher, Susette Goff, Lin Hines, Dejie John, Sharon 
Johnson, Nichole Krueger, Lem Meetze, Amy Page, Tom 
Rector, Dick Rohla, Al Schweizer, Brenda Stabler, Fred 
Stanley, Tom Teigeler, Leda Zaginaylo 
Peace & Comfort: Peggy Anderson, Al Schweizer, Brenda 
Stabler 
 

Friends and Family in our Prayers 
Peace & Strength: Anthony, Barbara, Bayr, Christine, 
Debra, Jamie, Jenny, Jerry, Jess, John, Martha, Mindy, 
Nancy, Sarah, Scott, Sarah, Terri, Trina 
ELCA clergy ordained from St Mark: Andy, Christine, 
Laura, Shannon, Suzanne, Travis  
Eternal Rest: Barbara, Mon 
 

Congregations in our Prayers 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Newport News along with: 

St Paul’s, Hampton; 
Providence United Methodist Church; 

Reformed Church in America; 
St Mark’s Lutheran Church, Springfield (Metro DC Synod) 

 

Calendar at a Glance: 
 

St Mark Office Support: M-F, 10am-3pm 
Please call 757-898-4395 to make an appointment!  

 

Sunday 10/25 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Sunday School & Apple-themed Coffee Hour between services 
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
        12:15pm Confirming Connections 
Monday 10/26 
          9:30am Women of Faith Bible Study 
        10:30am Stitching with Friends (Conference Room)        
        1:00pm GPS Bible Study (Conference Room)        
         6:00pm Troop 306 Meeting 
Tuesday 10/27 
        9:00am Garden Stewards 
Wednesday 10/28 
         8:30am Spirit Walkers (Yorktown Beach) 
         11:00am Book of Esther Bible Study (Conference Room)   
         12:00pm Chapel Service (Chapel)   
Thursday 10/29 
          9:00am Garden Stewards 
          6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday 10/30 
          No Scheduled Events 
Saturday 10/31 
         No Scheduled Events 
Sunday 11/1 
        9:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
         Sunday School & Coffee Hour between services 
        10:15am Special Congregational Meeting 
        11:00am Eucharist Worship Service 
 
 

November 1, 2026 
 

Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22;  
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

 
 

 

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God  
in thanks for our continuing Reformation 

 
 

 
 

Mark the Date: 
 

Special Congregational Meeting 
November 1––in between services (~10:15am) 

concerning an upgrade in our piano for worship & music. 
 

Craft Fair 
November 14––in support of students in Ecuador 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
November 17––12noon-5pm 
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